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al-Hassan, whom the first of the Fatimite Khalifs appointed to rule in Yamen. AI-Hassan was murdered by the mountaineers of Shibam.
Hitherto Yamen had followed the Shiah doctrine, repudiating all Khalifs before Ali, but under the Fatimite dynasty the bulk of the population became orthodox Sunnis until 1035 A-D- Then a Persian Imam rose at Boan and seized Sanaa with his Shiite followers. This movement was crushed in 1047 by the Yamen house of Sulaihi, which also followed the Shiah doctrine. The rule of this house was marked by murder and feminine intrigue, during which Sanaa was taken and re-taken, and a state of anarchy existed till 1138, when Sultan Hatim of Yam came into power. He was conquered by a self-styled Imam, who proclaimed himself in Nejran as che who trusts in God.3 Sultan Hatim hit on the smart idea of paying blood-money to settle the feuds between his vassal tribes, before whose united front the followers of the bogus Imam melted away.
Hatim died in 1161 A.D. and his son AH ruled till Yamen was conquered by an expedition under a brother of Saladin. This house was supplanted in its second generation by the Rasoulides, who were descended from an officer of the original expedition named Rasoul. This dynasty ruled from 1217 to 1441 through a series of civil wars and a hotch-potch of upstart princes.
Then came another local house, the Tahir brothers, one of whom was killed in battle against an Imam of Sanaa. This house died out in 1488.
In 1514 the Egyptian fleet took most of the Yamen ports but Aden, which had successfully resisted Albuquerque in 1513-
Egypt came under Ottoman suzerainty in 1517, and